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Dear Dr. Poviiitis: 

Thank you for your June 27, 2008, letter to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Secretary Michael Chertoff regarding the construction of border infrastructure and potential 
impacts to the environment, specifically endangered species such as the jaguar. I appreciate your 
concerns, and hope the following information will provide insight into DHS's efforts to secure 
the Nation's borders, and mitigate potential environmental impacts in areas selected for 
construction of tactical infrastructure, i.e. fence. 

DHS is committed to gaining effective control of our borders to prevent illegal migration and 
potential security breaches. DHS's comprehensive plan to gain effective control of our Nation's 
borders includes substantial investments in technology, infrastructure and enforcement 
personnel. 

The Secure Border Initiative (SBI) is a comprehensive multiyear plan established by DHS to 
secure America's borders and reduce illegal immigration. The SBI mission is to promote border 
security strategies that protect against and prevent terrorist attacks and other transnational 
crimes. sm will support PHS and the Border Patrol in achieving border security by integrating 
the needed technology and tactical infrastructure along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Throughout DHS's efforts to implement border security solutions across the U.S.-Mexico border, 
DI:IS has been committed to environmental stewardship and abiding by environmental 
regulations as outlined in the National Environmental Policy Act and other environmental laws. 

•	 However, the decision to invoke the recent waiver authority does not mean that DHS has turned 
its back on environmental stewardship in areas selected for the construction of new border 
security proJects. DHS plans to honor the spirit and intent of these laws by doing all it can to 
understand the potential environmental impacts and work with resource agencies, and other 
stakeholders, to identify mitigation for any potential impacts. 

In August :2007, DHS foqnally requested that the Department ofInterior, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services (USFWS) provide consultation on the endangered species, in accordance with 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C 1531-1544). Specifically, DHS 
requested consultation regarding the construction of pedestrian fence along the U.S. - Mexico 
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border, and the potential impact it could have on the jaguar. Based on the USFWS' biological 
opinion, it was determined that there is potentially negative impact to the jaguar resulting from 
the construction of pedestrian fence, but the severity of the impact to the jaguar's migratory 
pattern is not clear given the limited number of the species within the United States. Only four 
jaguars have been documented in the United States since 1996; and the United States is only a 
small portion of the overall range of movement for this species. Within USFWS' biological 
opinion, it was determined that the construction of pedestrian fence could affect potential jaguar 
movement north and south ofjaguar habitat corridors. However, because the area of their habitat 
corridor in the United States is so small, any potential impact would be minimal. Additionally, 
the construction of pedestrian fence is not expected to significantly reduce the likelihood of both 
the survival and recovery of the jaguar because there are no known breeding grounds within the 
United States. 

Proposed fence locations were determined through operational assessments made by the local 
Border Patrol Chiefs, based on illegal cross-border activity and the Border Patrol's extensive 
field experience in the areas. Moving forward, DHS will continue to work to implement 
mitigation efforts to lessen potential impacts on all endangered species known to live in areas 
selected for fence construction. These efforts will help in minimizing impacts to jaguars, other 
wildlife and their habitats in the area alorig the U.S.-Mexico border. 

I appreciate your continued interest in this important topic. For further information, please refer 
to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Web site at http://www.cbp.gov. 

Again, thank you for your letter. 

Sincerely, 

e~HVJ 
Gregory L. Giddens.
 
Executive Director .
~ Secure Border Initiative 
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