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border, and the potential impact it could have on the jaguar. Based on the USFWS’ biological
opinion, it was determined that there is potentially negative impact to the jaguar resulting from
the construction of pedestrian fence, but the severity of the impact to the jaguar’s migratory
pattern is not clear given the limited number of the species within the United States. Only four
jaguars have been documented in the United States since 1996; and the United States is only a
small portion of the overall range of movement for this species. Within USFWS’ biological
opinion, it was determined that the construction of pedestrian fence could affect potential jaguar
movement north and south of jaguar habitat corridors. However, because the area of their habitat
corridor in the United States is so small, any potential impact would be minimal. Additionally,
the construction of pedestrian fence is not expected to significantly reduce the likelihood of both
the survival and recovery of the jaguar because there are no known breeding grounds within the
United States.

Proposed fence locations were determined through operational assessments made by the local
Border Patrol Chiefs, based on illegal cross-border activity and the Border Patrol’s extensive
field experience in the areas. Moving forward, DHS will continue to work to implement
mitigation efforts to lessen potential impacts on all endangered species known to live in areas
selected for fence construction. These efforts will help in minimizing impacts to jaguars, other
wildlife and their habitats in the area along the U.S.—Mexico border.

[ appreciate your continued interest in this important topic. For further information, please refer
to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Web site at http://www.cbp.gov.

Again, thank you for your letter.
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Burbain NVl
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