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January 22, 2010  
 
Chief, Endangered Species Division 
Ecological Services 
P.O. Box 1306, Room 6034 
Albuquerque, NM 87103 
 
Subject:

 

 Amending Arizona Game and Fish Department Permit TE-821577 to Prohibit Capture 
of Endangered Jaguars 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service announced that it is amending permit TE-821577 to the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department (AGFD) and has requested public comment before Feb. 12, 2010 
(Federal Register, Jan 13, 2010).  
 
In amending Permit TE-821577, the US Fish & Wildlife Service should explicitly prohibit 
research-related capture of wild jaguars by the AGFD. 
 
Neither the Service nor the AGFD have provided informed analysis demonstrating that capture 
of naturally-occurring jaguars for research will promote recovery of the jaguar in the U.S. and 
outweigh the inherent risk of injury or death to the animals. 
 
The recent capture and handling of a wild jaguar by the AGFD, leading to its death, was done 
without a  proper permit under the US Endangered Species Act, according to an investigative 
report by the Office of Inspector General, US Department of the Interior (January 19, 2010). 
However, the AGFD continues to dispute the matter, claiming that the Service provided that 
permit authority. The Service should be unambiguous about prohibiting the AGFD from 
capturing jaguars in its TE permit renewal and through other means. 
 
Should the Service amend Permit TE-821577 without prohibiting jaguar captures by the AGFD, 
or decide to capture jaguars under its own or some other authority, we request that it provide us 
and the public with a full explanation, addressing the following points:  
 
1. Analysis of the risks of jaguar capture and handling, including an examination of all previous 
captures, or attempts to capture, jaguars in the U.S. and northern Mexico.  
 



 2. The specific information expected from the capture of a wild jaguar, with discussion on how 
precisely that information will promote jaguar recovery in the U.S. and outweigh the risks 
associated with capturing jaguars.  
 
3. A comparative evaluation of capture and non-capture methods for obtaining data on rare wild 
jaguars, including the use of remote trail cameras and detection of jaguar presence through DNA 
testing of scat or similar procedures.  
 
4. An explanation as to why a capture-related study of rare jaguars justifies risks of injury and 
death given that studies can be done using alternative non-capture methods.  
 
5. An evaluation of the recent jaguar death, and potentially additional deaths of captured jaguars, 
on prospects for species recovery in the U.S.  
 
6. Restrictions that the Service will include in any jaguar capture permit on the methods, 
protocols, handling, and subsequent tracking of captured jaguars in order to minimize the risk of 
their injury or death.  
 
7. A justification for allowing capture of endangered jaguars before federal jaguar recovery plan 
is completed and a recovery team assembled to guide research and make efficient use of existing 
information. 
 
 8. An assessment of US Fish & Wildlife Service efforts or plans to protect habitat core areas and 
connecting landscape linkages for jaguar, based on existing evaluations of jaguar habitat in 
Arizona, New Mexico, and northern Mexico.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Tony Povilitis 
 
Tony Povilitis, Ph.D. 
Director, Life Net 
2465 Olinda Road 
Makawao, HI 96768 
 
Cc.  
Dr. Benjamin Tuggle, Southwest Regional Director, USFWS, RDTuggle@fws.gov  
Congressman Raúl M. Grijalva, Arizona 7th District 
 


