
Re: Your AP quote re: critical habitat designation for the jaguar 
Thu, March 18, 2010 2:28:48 PM  
From: Tony Povilitis <a_povilitis@yahoo.com> 

View Contact 

To: Steve_Spangle@fws.gov   
Cc: Gary_Frazer@fws.gov; Sherry_Barrett@fws.gov 

 

 
Thank you, Steve, for your reply. Based on your comments, it appears that the Service has set the 
stage for a very poor decision, one that limits critical habitat designation to an area insufficient 
to recover the jaguar in the U.S.  The area of “most recent occurrence” reflects only the most 
recent attempts by jaguars to re-colonize former territory in the U.S. from a struggling population in 
northern Mexico. Much of that broader U.S. range is needed to recover the species. Concentrating 
on “the fact that the jaguar [today] barely occurs in the U.S.” rather than on its former occurrence 
over a broad range in effect closes the door to meaningful assessment of critical habitat. Your 
quote in the AP article on the scope of critical habitat conveys to the public a clear intent by your 
office to minimize its designation well before the evaluation process can be completed. As we 
emphasized in our comments of March 15, 2010 (correction to our earlier email: not April 15), 
many areas of habitat previously occupied by jaguars in the Southwest have physical and 
biological features essential for jaguar recovery.   

 
From: "Steve_Spangle@fws.gov" <Steve_Spangle@fws.gov> 
To: Tony Povilitis <a_povilitis@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Gary_Frazer@fws.gov; Sherry_Barrett@fws.gov 
Sent: Thu, March 18, 2010 12:05:22 PM 
Subject: Re: Your AP quote re: critical habitat designation for the jaguar 
 
No decisions have been made.  I stand by my quote that the area we will concentrate on is the area of 
most recent occurrence, and that critical habitat for a species of limited distribution will likely be less 
than for a more widely distributed species.  That doesn't imply that any arrangement has been decided 
upon or eliminated from consideration.    I provide a direct quote from your own comments:  "...our 
comments emphasize habitat protection to recover the NJP in Arizona and New Mexico."  Your and all other 
comments will be fully considered.  
 
Steve Spangle 
Field Supervisor 
Arizona Ecological Services Office 
2321 W. Royal Palm Road 
Phoenix, AZ  85021 
Office:  602/242-0210  602/242-0210 , x-244 
Fax: 602/242-2513 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Tony Povilitis <a_povilitis@yahoo.com>  
03/18/2010 01:47 PM  To Steve_Spangle@fws.gov  

cc Gary_Frazer@fws.gov  
Subject Your AP quote re: critical habitat designation for the jaguar 

 
  

 

Steve Spangle  
Arizona Field Supervisor  
US Fish and Wildlife Service  
Phoenix  



 
Dear Steve,  
 
Has the US Fish and Wildlife Service already made a key decision on critical habitat for 
jaguars? As you know, the Service invited comments from professionals and the general 
public (with a due date of March 15, 2010) in preparation for its critical habitat proposal, to 
be developed in the coming months and released as late as 10 months from now.  
 
 You were quoted in an Associated Press article yesterday (March 17) saying the Service is 
"going to concentrate on the fact that the jaguar barely occurs in the U.S. and so the amount 
of habitat that is truly critical to its recovery is going to be much smaller than it would be for 
a widespread species such as a spotted owl or a lynx."  
 
We fail to see the logic in that statement since special management or protection of ample 
habitat is needed for the recovery of a severely depleted jaguar population.  The jaguar was 
once widespread over Arizona and other parts of the U.S.  
 
 On Monday (April 15) we submitted in good faith comments to the Service on its 
forthcoming critical habitat proposal for the jaguar. We recommended a broad framework for 
critical habitat designation, carefully evaluating how it would conserve the species (please see 
attached).  Has our contribution been for naught? Has the Service already made a key 
decision, as your quote suggests?  
 
While we applaud recent decisions by the Service to designate critical habitat and prepare a 
recovery plan for the jaguar, we are deeply concerned that these commitments will be 
meaningless if the Service insists that the jaguar need not be recovered in the U.S.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 Tony Povilitis, Ph.D.  
 
C. Dustin Becker, Ph.D.  
 
 http://jaguarhabitatusa.wordpress.com  
 

 

 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j-VXc90syRNOjpaFgXmD3hTMgkZQD9EG1U381�
http://jaguarhabitatusa.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/povilitis_becker_3-12-10-web-version.pdf�
http://jaguarhabitatusa.wordpress.com/�

